


Dear MSA 2025 conference participants and friends:

Here are three very important pieces of information and a couple of smaller notes:


1.  Conference Registration:
All participants must register for the conference.  The easiest and least expensive way to do this is in advance and online at:

https://www.metaphysicalsociety.org/2025/2025_meeting.htm

Please register this way if possible, and please register sooner rather than later.  (If you like to procrastinate, consider a new year’s resolution in the opposite direction!).   Note that after March 1, registration will be possible only at the conference itself and only at a more costly level.  Please also note that the registration fee—reduced from prior years—includes the opening reception and the closing banquet dinner.

And if you still have not become a MSA member—also a requirement for all conference participants-- you should immediately do that via this page:

https://www.metaphysicalsociety.org 

 

2.  Hotel Reservations:
The conference hotel is the Courtyard Marriott Atlanta/Downtown Decatur/Emory.  You should make your individual reservation at the following dedicated MSA group link:

	Book your group rate for Emory Metaphysical Society of America March 2025




This is by far the best place to stay for several reasons:  the special low room rate for conference participants and attendees; the fact that the hotel is attached to the conference center where all program sessions will be held; and the hotel’s proximity to the many restaurants and shops in downtown Decatur as well as to the Decatur MARTA subway stop.  The conference begins Thursday afternoon March 20.  If you need or prefer to arrive on Wednesday March 19, that is possible at the same conference rate.  Please plan departures for Sunday March 23 to ensure your attendance at the Saturday night Banquet (which is included in the conference registration costs—and thus will already have been purchased by all conference registrants). 

You should definitely make your hotel reservation as soon as you can because it is very likely that after mid-January the MSA block of reserved rooms will be filled, and the hotel may not be able to provide additional rooms



3.  Conference Program: 
The conference program is attached to this message, and it will be posted at the MSA home page in the near future.  The version you are receiving is a “draft” (rather than final) in only three minor ways:  a)the specific conference center meeting room (all next to each other) for each session is still TBD by the hotel; b)most of the session moderators are also TBD; and c)the list of participants has not been cross-checked with the MSA master membership list.  You will receive a final version of the program at the meeting, earlier by email from me, and it will be posted at the MSA home page no later than March 1; in the meantime, please use this version of the conference program for all practical purposes.

*    *    *     *    *     *    *    *.    *    *    *     *    *     *    *    *

In addition:  Thanks to the generous support of past MSA Presidents, Society members, and a grant from the Hocking-Cabot Fund for Systematic Philosophy, the Metaphysical Society will offer reimbursements for travel expenses up to $350 to current graduate students whose submissions are selected for the conference program. (Eligible persons who wish to receive such reimbursements must provide Jessica Wahman, MSA Treasurer, with relevant “proof of payment receipts”—proof of payment, not simply itineraries or reservations).  If you have questions about this, contact Jessica Wahman:  jessica.t.wahman@emory.edu  
Finally:  If you have travel questions, please let John Stuhr know (though he cannot promise to do better than the several relevant apps likely already on your phone).  For those driving, the hotel/conference center has a parking garage.  For those flying, by far the two easiest ways to get from airport to conference hotel are by: 
1)a ride-hailing car services such as Lyft and Uber (for which there are lots of directional signs at the airport):  https://www.atl.com/rideshare/ ; or
 2)the Atlanta subway system—“MARTA”—which has a convenient stop right at the airport terminal for both red and yellow lines, and then requires just one train change (at “Five Points”) to the blue line to Decatur.  (https://atltransit.ga.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/marta-rail-map-20101.pdf ).  The hotel is approximately one and a half blocks from the Decatur MARTA stop.  Depending on traffic and time of day, the MARTA option is likely to cost 1/20th of the price of a ride-hailing service and, especially during rush hour times, is likely to be faster due to traffic congestion.





